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Isaiah 57:15                       Sermon ID - 2096            12 11 09 

PRAYER MEETING 

"THE HIGH AND LOFTY ONE" 

 

Introduction 

 
 The true preacher (prophet) has to do two things – 

1. make the righteous happy 

2. wicked sad 

 

The false preacher does the opposite – 

1. he makes the righteous sad 

2. justifies the wicked 

 

See in this chapter how Isaiah presents the true view of God: 

 

 

1. A WONDERFUL PICTURE OF GOD  
 

1) It is a majestic picture: 

 

(i)"high and lofty One": Infinite greatness 

(a) His Being   

(b) His persons   

(c) immensity 

DOCTRINE: "Ubiquity" = God is everywhere – at the 

  same time – infinitely present at all places and at all times.   

 What of Christ? 

Another term: "Omnipresence" 

 (a)  necessary to the upholding of creation 

 (b)  "a godforsaken place" – no such thing 

 (c)  What of hell/heaven? 

 The presence of God with/without a Mediator 

  APPLICATION: This should be the remedy for all our 

   fears 

 

(ii)"inhabits eternity": space > time 

  God (a) not subject to change/time as we are 

          (b) His scale of time is vast: "1000 years – " 

   "The Ancient of Days" = a term of venerableness 

  APPLICATION: What respect is due to God!  

  ILLUSTRATION: In the East, "How old are you?" (Way  

  to talk to you) 

 

(iii) "name is holy": Name of God = God as He is  

  revealed/proclaimed to us, i.e. Everything about God is holy  

  – all His attributes (love/justice/wisdom/power…). 

  Holiness = unique, glorious, love.  God is wonderful and  

  excellent in every way. 

 

2) This is how we are to think of God: 

(i) With awe and reverent fear: 

(ii) With love and excitement 

"What a God!"  All that is great and good. 

 

 

2. THE PEOPLE WHOM GOD LOVES TO BLESS  
 

1) There is a logic to love in God which makes the logic of man 

foolish: 

(i) "God so great – who can expect him to care for us?" (Deism) 

ILLUSTRATION: clock on mantelpiece 

ILLUSTRATION: Elijah's taunts re Baal: "asleep or 

hunting" – oblivious) 

(ii) God so great – yet He cares for us! (Not a sparrow…"/"Ye 

are of more value…"/"He careth…") 

 

2) The person whom God loves to visit: "the humble…the contrite." 

  Why these and not the proud, the great, the mighty ones? 

 

3) Reasons: 

(i) Humility/contrition – evidence of Christ in our soul.  This 

the hallmark of a Christian 

ILLUSTRATION: silver has hallmark.  Not tin. 

(ii) Signs that are taught by Christ: "for I am…lowly in heart." 

OBSERVE: The Gospel is to make us like Christ 

(iii) Evidences we are in a state of grace: "the fear of the 

Lord"/"blessed…poor…" 

(iv) Pride challenges God – He opposes the proud – but the 

humble delight in God: 
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ILLUSTRATION: The time before Crucifixion – two 

things in the Gospels 

(i) The cruelty of Pharisees 

(ii) love of Mary and Martha 

   Where did Christ go?  To High Priest's palace for  

   fellowship? / to the home of Mary and Martha? 

   OBSERVE: God has two homes: 

(i) heaven 

(ii) humble heart 

   APPLICATION: The secret of having God richly in our  

   hearts is the secret of making much of God – high views of  

   Him / trust in Him for everything.  The humble heart is  

   where God dwells (TEXT).  Is it not amazing? 

 

 

3. THE NATURE OF THE BLESSING WHICH GOD GIVES  
 

1) It is called a "reviving" = new life: 

ILLUSTRATION: a fire – fresh fuel / lamp – oil so that its flame 

leaps up / flowers after they have been drooping (vase) 

OBSERVE: God's people have life but they need periodic 

revivings: See Psalm 68: "weary" / Psalm 102: "when Zion he 

builds…repairs it". 

APPLICATION: In UK – Christians everywhere talk of revival 

and so they should 

ILLUSTRATION: Innes MacRae in the hospital – not of himself 

but of revival and our great need for it everywhere. 

 

2) What is to be seen by this reviving? 

(i) Happiness, joy: See Anna and Simeon!  Psalm 126 

(ii) Love: delight to meet one another 

(iii) Peace in the church: Judges: "peace 40 years" 

(iv) Growth: God bringing others in – "These, where had they 

been?" / "From the very stones". 

(v) Courage: See Peter before and after Pentecost 

(vi) Assurance: doubts and fears cleared up 

ILLUSTRATION: cobwebs of the soul – spring cleaned. 

(vii) Influence on the world: "upside down" 

The doers of magic / "Great is Diana!" 

OBSERVE: What reforms are called for TODAY! 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

How are we to get more reviving? 

By being the sort of people among whom God dwells 

So here is the formula: "humble and contrite hearts"  

 

 

PSALM 

 

145²: 17 – 21 

 

68: 7 – 11 

 

126: 1 – 6 

 


