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John 6:53-54        Sermon ID - 1784                      am - 18 11 07 
"EATING CHRIST' FLESH" 

 
Introduction 
 
 This is a great event in Christ's ministry - 5,000 fed! - ideal 
atmosphere for mass conversions - "Lakeside Revival".  But it did not 
happen. 
 
 
1. THIS GREAT MIRACLE LED TO NO REVIVAL  

 
1) We notice with amazement: 

i) Evidently not a single convert 
ii) Christ had to question the apostles 
iii) Christ's preaching did not encourage their enthusiasm for 

Kingship 
APPLICATION: So different from some evangelists.  
 

2) Christ gives them "hard preaching": 
i) V.26: "...loaves...filled" 
ii) V.44, 65: "no man can come" 
iii) V.63: "the flesh profiteth nothing" 

APPLICATION: Why did Christ do this?  Not because he did 
not care for them. 
 

3) Christ did not want people to be deceived about their souls: 
i) Free will and carnal excitement make false converts 
ii) There is a place in preaching for "hard sayings" 

 
 
2. WHAT DOES CHRIST MEAN HERE?  

 
1) There are 2 ways in which this text might be taken: 

i) Reference to the Lord's Supper 
ii) Reference to something deeper  

 
2) Why the first view is entirely wrong: arguments: 

i) Many take the Supper and are not saved 
ii) Some are saved without the Supper 

iii) In any case, no Lord's Supper at this time  
 

3) The correct interpretation: feeding by faith on Christ Himself: 
i) v.56: "dwelleth" 
ii) v.57: "live by me" 
iii) v.63: "it is the Spirit" 

DOCTRINE: There is in a true Christian - but not in a false 
Christian - a spiritual hunger for Christ. 
APPLICATION: Do you long for Christ? 

 
 
3. CHRIST IS THE FOOD OF A BELIEVER'S SOUL  

 
1) This is reflected in the scriptures: 

i) Psalm 42 - panting 
ii) Psalm 63 - marrow and fat  

OBSERVE: Believers instinctively yearn for fellowship with 
the Lord 
ILLUSTRATION: a sort of spiritual magnetism  
 

2) Every faculty of the soul is satisfied by Christ's grace: 
i) The mind - by Bible truth 
ii) The will - "Thy will be done" 
iii) The emotions - "Come, see a man..." 
iv) The conscience - "Peace with God" 
v) The memory - "hid in the heart"  

 
3) Those who are spiritually hungry will not be stumbled by "hard 

sayings":  
ILLUSTRATION: The Syro-Phoenician woman 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
This is what happens to us when we are Christians.   
We long for more of Christ's company 
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