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Philippians 3:7       Sermon ID -   1496                       pm - 25 06 06 
"NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH" 

 
Introduction 
 

1. "Finally" – but Paul does not finish. 
2. The danger of a false religion (v.2-3) 
3. This is how churches decline  

DOCTRINE: There is a "natural" Christianity which many follow, 
but real Christianity is supernatural.  
OBSERVE: To show up the difference, Paul makes use of his own 
experience as a warning to us. 

 
 
1. "NATURAL" RELIGION IS THE SNARE INTO WHICH MANY 

RELIGIOUS PEOPLE FALL  
 

1) "There is a way which seemeth right…":   
(i) the Rich Young Ruler had it 
(ii) Nicodemus 
(iii) the Jews who rejected Christ 
(iv) many "Christians" today 

 
2) Paul had this before his conversion: 

(i) v.5: circumcision – Today, baptism. 
(ii) v.5: from a religious family – for generations 
(iii) v.5: excellent parents – not just one 
(iv) v.5: very strict – a Pharisee (Explain) 
(v) v.6: religious zeal – harming God's people 
(vi) v.6: legal righteousness – impeccable  

OBSERVE: Some of these things are good – but the 
problem is this: They are not good enough.  
 

3) "Natural" religion may look good sound good / feel good, but it is 
not real Christianity: 

(i) it is all outward – no change of heart 
(ii) it is misguided in its zeal – not showing love  but persecuting 

true believers! 
(iii) it has never received the Holy Spirit 
(iv) it is ignorant of Christ's work  

APPLICATION: Is this your form of Christianity? 

3. REAL CHRISTIANITY IS SUPERNATURAL AND RESULTS IN 
A CHANGE IN OUR WHOLE LIFE  
 

1) A person who met Paul might say, "You are not really different – 
you were religious before.  
Q. Do you know how Paul was different?  
 

2) Let us note carefully how he puts it: 
(i) v.7: a complete reversal of values – what does he mean?  

ILLUSTRATION: a bonfire of his works. 
(ii) v.8: nothing matters but only one thing – to have Christ 

("excellent" / "win"!) 
(iii) v.9: an entirely new "righteousness": 

a. a legal righteousness: 
b. gospel righteousness  

 
3) This is the most vital point to see: 

(i) a righteousness of my own; 
(ii) the righteousness of God by faith in Christ  

ILLUSTRATION: "A free tea-party for bad boys.  Good 
boys are not allowed in". 

 
4) There is no other way to become a true Christian but this – to 

abandon all hope in our own goodness and to receive Christ's: 
(i) only Christ's righteousness satisfies God; 
(ii) it satisfies God's justice totally forever; 
(iii) it guarantees peace and pardon; 
(iv) it gives us a place in God's family 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
ILLUSTRATION: the conversion  
of C.H. Spurgeon 
 
 
 

PSALM 
 
45²: 1 – 5 
 
45²: 13 – 17 
 
2:7 - 12 
 


